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EXPANDING SOCIAL SECURITY: 
Building an Educated Workforce by Restoring Social Security Benefits for 

College-Age Students 
 
Education provides one of the best pathways to economic security and social mobility.  Unfortunately, educational 

attainment remains a far-away dream for many young low and middle-income Americans, who face high levels of 

unemployment, falling household incomes, rising tuition bills, and the prospect of astronomical student debt. 

Restoring benefits for postsecondary students under Social Security is an important way to help ensure that 

vulnerable students can complete their education and take advantage of the lifelong benefits that postsecondary 

education provides. 

 

Educational Inequality in America—Key Facts 
 
A college degree is a primary determinant of economic opportunity and stability in America. 

   As of April 2012, the median weekly earnings for those holding at least a bachelor's degree is $1,158, while 

it is only $653 for those who graduated high school but did not go to college (a 44% drop!). (Source: BLS 2012) 

 

Disparities in educational attainment for low-income and minority students are at an all-time high. 

 As the value of a college degree has nearly doubled, in terms of future earnings, the percentage of low 

income college students actually graduating by age 24 has grown by only 2.1 points, from 6.2 percent in 

1970 to 8.3 percent in 2009. The cost of education is a huge barrier to program completion. (Source: 

Postsecondary Education) 

   In 2011, in the 25-29 age group, just 18 percent of Blacks and 12 percent of Latinos had a bachelor’s 

degree, compared to 36 percent of Whites. (Source: American Council on Education 2011) 

 
The burden of student debt strangles low-income students who do not have other sources of support. 

   After adjusting for inflation, a year’s tuition, room and board in public four-year institutions has increased 

50% since 2001, reaching about $16,000 in 2012. At the same time, the average Pell grant (just under 

$3,000 today) has barely increased at all after accounting for inflation. (Source: College Board 2012) 
 

 

Restoring Social Security Benefits for College-Age Students 
 
Proven to be effective: From 1965-1981, children of disabled or deceased workers received monthly Social Security 

benefits through the age of 22 if they were attending college or vocational school. The student benefits program was 

an effective and valuable support to college-age students whose families were in challenging circumstances, 

particularly low-income and non-white students. 
 

Uplifting vulnerable populations: 

   In 2008, 546,568 child recipients of Social Security had their benefits terminated because they were too old 

to continue receiving payments. 

   Nearly half (42 percent) of the beneficiary population was non-white, versus just twenty-two percent of the 

total 18-19 year old population (Source: NASI 2010). 

   The average monthly benefit for 18-19 year old beneficiaries in 2008 was $812 for children of deceased 
parents and $436 for children of disabled parents. Currently, the average tuition for a 4 year public 

university is $633 per month (in 2008 dollars), so the restoration of benefits to students in postsecondary 

programs would be a significant support to cover educational costs. 
 

Minimal cost and a big pay-off: Restoring student benefits for young people in postsecondary education 

programs through age 24 would help some of the nation’s most vulnerable students to access higher 

education, leading to a future of greater economic security for these students.  

 
For more information, please contact Steve Savner, Policy Director at the Center for Community Change (ssavner@communitychange.org) 


